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1 Introduction 

1.1 Anglian Water Services Limited  

1.1.1 Anglian Water Services Limited (the ‘Applicant’) is the largest regulated water and 
water recycling company in England and Wales by geographic area, supplying water 
and water recycling services to almost seven million people in the East of England 
and Hartlepool. 

1.1.2 The Applicant is committed to bringing environmental and social prosperity to the 
region they serve, through their commitment to Love Every Drop. As a purpose-led 
business, The Applicant seeks to contribute to the environmental and social 
wellbeing of the communities within which they operate. As one of the largest 
energy users in the East of England, they are also committed to reaching net zero 
carbon emissions by 2030.  

1.2 Background  

1.2.1 The Applicant is proposing to build a modern, low carbon waste water treatment for 
Greater Cambridge on a new site area north of the A14 between Fen Ditton and 
Horningsea within the Cambridge drainage catchment area, to replace the plant on 
Cowley Road, hereafter referred to as the existing Cambridge Waste Water 
Treatment Plant (WWTP). 

1.2.2 The relocation will enable South Cambridgeshire District Council and Cambridge City 
Council’s long held ambition to develop a new low-carbon city district on 
Cambridge’s last major brownfield site, known as North East Cambridge. The site is 
an important component of the First Proposals (preferred options) for the new 
Greater Cambridge Local Plan that were subject to public consultation late last year. 
The North East Cambridge Area Action Plan has also recently been agreed by the 
Councils in its Proposed Submission form and will be subject to public consultation 
prior to submission, once the Development Consent Order is determined. The 
relocation of the existing waste water treatment facility will enable this new district 
to come forward and deliver 8,350 homes, 15,000 new jobs and a wide range of 
community, cultural and open space facilities in North East Cambridge. Further 
details on this can be found in our Statement of Requirement (Application Document 
Reference 7.2) which was published in September 2019. 

1.2.3 The relocation of the waste water treatment plant will also allow The Applicant to 
continue providing vital waste water services to customers across Cambridge and 
Greater Cambridge. The new plant will continue storing and treating storm flows and 
treating sludge to produce renewable energy. It will be designed to deal with a 
growing population. It offers the opportunity for a joined-up solution for treating 
waste water from Cambridge and Greater Cambridge, including Waterbeach. The 
proposal is for both waste water from the existing Waterbeach waste water 
treatment plant and future flows from Waterbeach New Town to be treated at the 
proposed Cambridge waste water treatment plant.   
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1.2.4 The Proposed Development will be the first waste water project to seek a 
Development Consent Order that is not specifically named in the National Policy 
Statement (NPS). ‘The Applicant’ sought and obtained a direction from the Secretary 
of State under section 35 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”), which confirms 
that the project will be treated as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project 
(“NSIP”) when the application is submitted.    

1.3 The Proposed Development 

1.3.1 This section provides a high-level summary of the Proposed Development. The term 
Proposed Development refers to the Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Plant 
(WWTP) Relocation project in its entirety and all works associated with the 
development.   

1.3.2 A detailed description of the Proposed Development can be found in Chapter 2 of 
the Environmental Statement (App Doc Ref 5.2.2). 

1.3.3 The purpose of the proposed WWTP will be to treat all waste water and wet sludge 
from the Cambridge catchment just as the existing Cambridge WWTP currently does, 
plus that from the growth indicated and being planned within the catchment in the 
Local Plan to 2041, with ability to expand beyond to deal with further growth.   

1.3.4 As part of its statutory function, the Applicant operates the existing Cambridge 
WWTP. The existing Cambridge WWTP receives waste water from the Cambridge 
catchment either directly from the connected sewerage network or tankered to the 
plant from homes and businesses that are not connected. This waste water is then 
treated and the treated effluent discharged through an outfall to the nearby River 
Cam. The existing Cambridge WWTP is an integrated WWTP, as would be the 
Proposed Development. Integrated WWTP incorporate a sludge treatment function, 
in the form of a Sludge Treatment Centre (STC), which treats the sludge derived from 
the waste water from the catchment, and the “wet sludge” produced by other 
satellite plants which do not have integrated STC.   

1.3.5 The Waterbeach New Town development lies to the north of Cambridge. When built 
out Waterbeach new town will comprise some 11,000 new homes along with 
associated business, retail, community and leisure uses. Waste water from 
Waterbeach will ultimately be treated by the proposed Cambridge WWTP once 
operational. However, the rate of development at Waterbeach New Town may 
require a new pipeline (rising main) to be built from Waterbeach to the existing 
Cambridge WWTP to allow treatment of waste water in advance of the proposed 
WWTP becoming operational. In that case, either a later connection would be made 
to the proposed WWTP from a point on the pipeline route, or flows diverted from 
the existing Cambridge WWTP via the transfer tunnel.  

1.3.6 In summary the Proposed Development will comprise of:  

• an integrated waste water and sludge treatment plant.  

• a shaft to intercept waste water at the existing Cambridge WWTP on Cowley 
Road and a tunnel/ pipeline to transfer it to the proposed WWTP and terminal 
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pumping station. Temporary intermediate shafts to launch and recover the 
micro-tunnel boring machine. 

• a gravity pipeline transferring treated waste water from the proposed WWTP 
to a discharge point on the River Cam and a pipeline for storm water 
overflows.  

• a twin pipeline transferring waste water from Waterbeach to the existing 
Cambridge WWTP, with the option of a connection direct in to the proposed 
WWTP when the existing works is decommissioned.  

• ancillary on-site buildings, including a Gateway Building with incorporated 
Discovery Centre, substation building, workshop, vehicle parking including 
electrical vehicle charging points, fencing and lighting.  

• environmental mitigation and enhancements including substantial biodiversity 
net gain, improved habitats for wildlife, extensive landscaping, a landscaped 
earth bank enclosing the proposed WWTP, climate resilient drainage system 
and improved recreational access and connectivity. 

• renewable energy generation via anaerobic digestion which is part of the 
sludge treatment process that produces biogas designed to be able to feed 
directly into the local gas network to heat homes, or as an alternative potential 
future option burnt in combined heat and power engines.  

• renewable energy generation via solar photovoltaic and associated battery 
energy storage system.  

• other ancillary development such as internal site access, utilities, including gas, 
electricity and communications and connection to the site drainage system.  

• a new vehicle access from Horningsea Road including for Heavy Goods Vehicles 
(HGV’s) bringing sludge onto the site for treatment and other site traffic.  
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2 Code of Construction Practice 

2.1.1 This Code of Construction Practice (CoCP) describes the minimum standards and 
measures, based upon current legislation and best practice, which will be adopted by 
the Applicant and its Principal Contractors to manage, mitigate and monitor 
potential impacts during the construction phase of the development. Compliance 
with the CoCP will be secured through a requirement of the DCO as set out in 
paragraph 3.1.17 of Part A (Appendix 2.1, App Doc Ref 5.4.2.1). 

2.1.2 The purpose of the CoCP is essentially twofold: 

• to provide effective planning, management and controls during the 
construction period with the aim of controlling potential impacts on the local 
community along with the natural and historic environments; and 

• to set out a framework for engagement with the local community and their 
representatives throughout the construction period. 

2.1.3 The CoCP comprises 2 parts, Part A: General requirements and Part B site-specific 
measures.  

2.1.4 Part A of the CoCP sets out overarching and general principles including the 
following: 

• legislative requirements, guidelines and Best Practice Measures to be 
implemented and followed during construction; 

• where relevant obligations which will be imposed upon the Principal 
Contractor(s), subcontractors and suppliers when undertaking work on behalf 
of the Applicant; and  

• plans, control measures and monitoring procedures for managing potential 
environmental impacts relating to the construction period.  

2.1.5 Part B of the CoCP, which is this document, sets out site specific measures that 
supplement and refine the general requirements in Part A. The need for site specific 
measures for certain locations is due to the varying factors, including, but not limited 
to, the presence of sensitive receptors which require specific mitigations measures 
and the need for specific construction activities or construction methodologies not 
widely used across the rest of the Proposed Development.  

2.1.6 For the purpose of the CoCP, the term 'construction' includes all site preparation 
works, engineering and construction activities associated with the construction of 
the Proposed Development, including deliveries and waste removal. Wet and dry 
commissioning of the new infrastructure also falls within the remit of this 
document. The only decommissioning activities within its scope, however, relate to 
the activities required to take the existing Cambridge WWTP on Cowley Road out of 
service and to rescind the associated Environment Agency permits. Demolition 
activities are not included.  
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2.1.7 Details of the Proposed Development and construction activities, including the 
overall construction programme, are set out in Chapter 2 Project Description (App 
Doc Ref 5.2.2), and not therefore repeated here. This document should be read 
alongside the ES but is not intended to duplicate the assessment set out therein.  

2.1.8 This document should also be read alongside the DCO Plans (App Doc Ref 4) 
including the Scheme Order Limits, Design Plans, Works Plans, Rights of Way Plans, 
Hedgerow Regulations and Tree Protection Plans and the Access and TRO plans.  

2.1.9 New habitats and ecological features will be created as part of the Proposed 
Development. The Landscape, Ecological and Recreational Management Plan 
(LERMP) (Appendix 8.14, App Doc Ref 5.4.8.14), identifies the immediate and long-
term commitments to manage the planting, protection and enhancement of 
biodiversity and recreational areas around the proposed WWTP.  

2.1.10 The CoCP is submitted for approval by the Secretary of State as part of the DCO 
application (App Doc Ref 2.1) which states that construction works shall be carried 
out in accordance with the measures set out in the CoCP along with a requirement 
for the preparation and approval of a Construction Environmental Management 
Plan(s) (CEMP) which will be supported by a series of topic-based management plans 
to be appended to it. The topic-based management plans are set out in Section 4 of 
Part A. 

2.1.11 Part B of the CoCP is divided into the following sections based upon different parts of 
the Proposed Development: 

• treated effluent pipeline and outfall to the River Cam; 

• transfer tunnel; 

• proposed Cambridge WWTP; 

• Waterbeach pipeline; and  

• the existing Cambridge WWTP. 

2.1.12 Each section follows the same format for ease of reference. It provides further 
details of the proposed site-specific measures under a set of standard headings, 
based upon the topic areas covered within Part A of the CoCP. Where no additional 
site-specific measures or deviations from Part A have been identified or are 
proposed, it notes that the general mitigation measures set out therein are 
applicable.
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